
Lupinus sericeus Pursh var. asotinensis Phillips
Asotin silky lupine

Fabaceae (Pea Family)

Status: State Review Group 1
Rank: G5T3S3

General Description: Adapted from Hitchcock et al. (1961):
Lupinus sericeus var. asotinensis is a perennial with 1 to 3 flower-
ing stems that are 8 to 20 in. (2-5 dm) tall.  During bloom, the
leaves are mostly along the stem.  The petioles of the lower leaves
are much longer than those above.  The 7 to 9 leaflets are oblan-
ceolate, 1 to 2 ½ in. (3-6 cm) long 1/8 to ¼ in. (3-6 mm) broad,
and have an equal covering of long, silky, flattened hairs on both
surfaces.  The inflorescence is loose and 4 to 6 in. (10-15 cm)
long.  The individual flower stalks are 1/8 to ¼ in. (4-7 mm) long.
The white flowers are scattered to imperfectly whorled and 3/8 to
½ in. (10-12 mm) long.  The calyx is silky, sometimes slightly sac-
shaped, and deeply divided into two lips: the lower lip is entire, and
the upper has two teeth. The upper petal is well separated from the
lower, and is moderately silky-hairy along the median line on the
back.  The wings are usually hairless, but occasionally have a few
hairs near the base of the blade.  The lower petal is fringed with
hair and the tip is upturned.  The fruit pods are silky, ¾ to 1 in. (2-3
cm) long and 3/8 in. (1 cm) broad.

Identification Tips:  Lupinus sericeus var. asotinensis can be
distinguished from other lupines occurring in its range and other
varieties of L. sericeus by its white flowers. Another lupine with
pale flowers, L. sulphureus, is generally pale yellow, but some-
times tends towards white, and it can further be distinguished from
L. sericeus var. asotinensis by the presence of basal leaves when
flowering.

Phenology: Lupinus sericeus var. asotinensis blooms from May
through August.

Range: This taxon is endemic to  Washington and is known from
only Asotin, Garfield, and Whitman counties.

Habitat: This taxon may be found in grasslands, roadsides, and
steep breaklands at elevations from 800 to 3600 ft. (250-1100m).
Associated species found in Asotin County include blue-bunch
wheatgrass (Pseudoroegneria spicata), Idaho fescue (Festuca
idahoensis), blue-pod lupine (Lupinus polyphyllus), Rollin’s desert-
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parsley (Lomatium rollinsii), and balsamroot (Balsamorhiza spp.).
Sulphur-flower lupine (Lupinus sulphureus) was also found in
association at another site.

Ecology: Lupinus sericeus var. asotinensis has been found in
highly disturbed sites and seems to compete well with exotic
species.

State Status Comments: While this taxon is locally abundant, it
has an extremely limited range of only three counties in Washing-
ton.  There are less than 20 occurrences noted in these counties.

Inventory Needs: Historic sites need to be revisited.

Threats and Management Concerns: While plants seem to
tolerate grazing, they do not tolerate trampling.  Although they
occur in association with exotic species, they seem to compete
well.

Comments: This species is also known as Lupinus sericeus
Pursh var. garfieldensis C.P. Sm.
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